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privileges than any other community. The last of the
firmans was Issued in favor of the Jews In 1864, recognizing
their right to be represented at the Sublime Porte by the
Grand Rabbi. The Protestants were organized as a distinct
body, under a waMl, or agent, resident at Constantinople, by
virtue of two firmans dated 1850 and 1853, respectively.
Alone of the Christian churches the Maronites have no
actual firman. The fact that ever since 1516 they have
enjoyed all the privileges of a " nation/' recognized by the
sultans, Is considered to be sufficient. Precedent takes the
place of formal authorization.
Much stress Is laid by Western students of religious affairs
in Turkey on one feature of the Tanzimat, or Corpus of
Reforms, provoked by the Great Powers, beginning with
the famous Hatti Sherif of Gulhang, 1839, and culminating
in the Hatti Houmaytin of 1856. This latter is often called
the Magna Charta of religious liberties In Turkey, having
been regarded, at its Issue, to be a guarantee of full religious
liberty to all Turkish subjects of any creed or faith. The
Count de Jehay, however, points out that it is a mistake to
think that the Tanzimtlt had fundamentally the aim of ex-
tending the privileges which had been granted to the Chris-
tian communities. Indeed, the very principles of equality for
all Turkish subjects before the law, which they advocated,
logically entailed the curtailing of certain especial privileges,
not strictly involving religious questions, which had been
long enjoyed by the Greeks. Among other rights the Patri-
arch of Constantinople had full power to condemn those
under him to exile, to send them to prison, to levy taxes with-
out government interference. But that was not all- He
could actually demand the assistance of government officials
In carrying out his desires by force. In the broad interests
of justice the Hatti Houmaytin ordained that each Christian
or non-Mussulman community should have its immunities
re-examined by a commission appointed In its midst. The
status of the Greek community was thus readjusted on a
basis which In general still controls It. In 1879, however, the
Porte made another attempt to curtail the privileges of the
Greek Orthodox. The hierarchy stoutly resisted. Two

